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So today is Mothers' Day, and probably a good thing. The vocation of motherhood is holy and God-

given, though dirty diapers and laundry loads and constant chauffeuring don't lend themselves much 

to glamour. Little wonder that the world equates motherhood with slavery, and mothers as second-

class citizens these days. 

 

But then again, maybe the world has got it wrong. And maybe there's more glory to be found there 

than meets the eye. Today's Gospel lesson is divided up into two parts: The first about glory and the 

second about love. Let's see what the Lord has to say. 

 

I. Glory 

 

The Lord Jesus says, "Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in Him. 32"If God is 

glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in Himself, and glorify Him immediately. 33"Little 

children, I shall be with you a little while longer. You will seek Me; and as I said to the Jews, 'Where 

I am going, you cannot come,' so now I say to you." (Jn. 13:31-33) "Now the Son of Man is 

glorified," says Jesus. Why "now"? Because Judas has just left the room, on his way to lead the mob 

to Jesus to arrest Him. Officially, the clock is on: The Passion of our Lord is beginning, and now 

Jesus is going to be glorified. 

 

But when? Where? How is Jesus glorified in the next few hours? What glory is to be found amid His 

betrayal, arrest, trial, beatings, scourging, mocking, crucifixion and death? Reading through the 

upcoming chapters of John, there's hideous bloodshed-but certainly no glory by the world's 

standards. 

 

By God's standards, however, Jesus is glorified throughout. Why? Because the glory of Jesus is to do 

His Father's will, and the climax of His Father's will is His suffering and death on the cross for the 

sins of the world. So, behold how gloriously He goes about saving you in those next few hours. 

Confronted by an angry mob, He does not run away; instead, He gladly confesses that He is the One 

whom they seek. He heals the high priest's servant when Peter cuts off his ear. He protects His 

disciples from harm. During His trial, He speaks the truth about who He is; and at the same time, He 

silently accepts the accusations of man because He is assuming man's guilt and sin. As He is beaten 

and scourged and crucified, He is shedding His blood for the sins of the world. And while He is 

mocked, He still prays for those who scorn Him-that His Father would forgive them, for they know 

not what they do. 

 

It doesn't look glorious, but it is: Jesus says so. The glory of the Son in this text is His suffering and 

death, for by His cross He redeems the world. The glory of the Father is His Son's Sacrifice, for that 

is how He accomplishes salvation for you. 
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So, here we learn something important about glory: True glory is found in doing the Father's will, no 

matter how it looks. The glory of Jesus on Good Friday is hidden from unbelievers, who look at the 

cross and see the death of a criminal or a misguided idealist. You will find that often to be the case: 

The glory of God is hidden in this world, all the more so because the world misunderstands glory. 

 

For the world, glory is reserved for a few. You're glorious if you are exalted and honored above the 

rest. You're glorious if something about you has gotten the attention of many. You're glorious if 

something about you causes renown and adoration among others. The star athlete or the billionaire-

they're the glorious types. For the world, infamy can be glorious: Rap artists are glorified for their 

terrible treatment of women. Actresses are popularized for their blatant immorality and rewarded 

with TV shows. That's what the world sees as glory-fame and fortune, time in the spotlight and a 

headline above the fold. There's something else about how the world sees glory: Glory is entirely 

selfish. As Philippians 3:19 says, it isn't glory. It's glorying in shame. It's what you accomplish for 

you. Glory isn't in serving, but in being served. It also does nothing to give eternal life; and, in fact, 

the pursuit of worldly glory often leads to condemnation. The glory of God is quite different, 

because God's will is all about selfless service to others. Not just service, but God's glory includes 

the giving of forgiveness and faith and salvation. Therefore, we might say that the glory of God is 

doubly hidden in this world: It's hidden because it looks so ordinary and doesn't stand out like a 

starlet on the red carpet. And it's hidden because the world does its best to keep it that way. But 

though hidden, God's glory is here. 

 

Do you want to see glory-true glory of God-today? Look at the font. Right there, with ordinary water 

and holy Word, the Lord Jesus gives eternal life to even the tiniest infant. That gift is so powerful 

that, on his deathbed 90 years later, that now-grown child of God can still have the hope of 

resurrection. Do you want to see glory? Behold the preaching of the Word. There's lots of worldly 

preaching out there, to tell you that your sin is okay and how to live with the guilt. But by His Word 

of Absolution, Christ speaks to you and removes your sin and shame, so that you might have eternal 

life with Him. Do you want to see the glory of God? Look to the altar. There, at His holy Supper, the 

risen Lord comes to you, giving you His body and blood for the forgiveness of sins. This is as 

glorious as it gets in this world, because the Son of God comes to save you. 

 

That's tough for us to get a handle on, because we believe that glory should be spectacular and 

titillating, reserved for a few. Since the means of grace are so, well, plain and for everyone, they 

can't be all that special. Thus you'll always be tempted to exchange God's gifts and plan for some 

flash and sizzle. Thus you are always to repent, for you are taking God's glory for granted. What 

could be more glorious than being forgiven for your sins, and then serving where the Lord has 

placed you to serve? 

 

Let us not end this section about glory on a note of Law, however. The glory that this text speaks of 

first and foremost is the glory of Jesus on Good Friday. For those times that you have resented where 

God has placed you, Jesus accepted His placement on Calvary and suffered for your sins. For all the 

times that you've taken lightly His gift of forgiveness in the means of grace, He's suffered the scorn 

of the cross in order to take away that sin, too. The glory of Jesus is to do His Father's will. Thus, He 

glories in forgiving you today. 

 

And having said that, there's more glory to be found: Whether or not you know it, you may well be 

living a glorious life even as we speak.  
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We now speak of love. 

 

II. Love  

 

To begin the second part of our text, the Lord says, 34"A new commandment I give to you, that you 

love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35"By this all will know that 

you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." 

 

"Love one another as I have loved you." We'll begin with how Jesus loves us, and Ephesians 5 

declares that Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He might sanctify and 

cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her to Himself a glorious 

church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without 

blemish. (Eph 5:25-27) How, then, has Christ loved you? By going to the cross and redeeming you 

from sin, death and the devil. 

 

We therefore note a few things about this love. First, it is unconditional: Jesus Christ went to the 

cross and died for your sins, expecting and demanding nothing in return. His love for you is 

completely selfless. Second, His love is connected to His glory. His glory was to fulfill His Father's 

plan of salvation for you. Out of His love for you, Jesus fulfilled that glorious plan. Do you see? 

Glory and love and God's Word all go together. You can't have true glory or true love if you leave 

God's Word behind. 

 

"As I have loved you, love one another." We are called upon to love as Christ has loved us. What 

does this mean? It means that you are called upon selflessly to serve your neighbor in whatever 

positions God has given you. Are you a mother? Then you have the holy vocation of motherhood. 

Parents have the holy vocation of parenting, and children have the vocation of honoring their 

parents. No matter who you are, you have several vocations: Employer, employee, husband, wife, 

single, student, teacher, soldier, commander, pastor, parishioner… the list goes on and on. 

 

We are tempted to view these things as the jobs we're stuck with, but that's Old Adam talking. 

According to the Lord, He has put you where you are in order to do His will. This means two things 

about those everyday tasks you have. First, it means that they are glorious, because it is in these 

God-given tasks that you are to obey His Word. Second, it is within these vocations that God has 

given, that you are to love one another. God gives you vocations in which you are to obey Him by 

loving others according to His Word. 

 

This means that, as Christians, your lives are to be full of selfless service to other people. As Jesus 

has loved and selflessly served you, so you are to love and selflessly serve others. 

 

Any problems with that? Maybe a few. 

 

For one thing, it's a popular notion to say, "What we need in the Church these days is more love and 

less doctrine. Stop worrying about the details of what the Bible says and just love people." We have 

no choice but to condemn this notion for the dangerous sin that it is. To love is to serve according to 

God's Word. If you set aside God's Word, then by definition you are no longer loving as Jesus has 

loved you. Imagine a husband saying to a wife, "We need more love and less law around here; I love 

you, but I'm going to stop obeying the 6th Commandment. If you love me, you'll have no problem 

with me committing adultery." Is that love? No. It's sin leading to destruction. 
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Scripture makes clear that love must be in accord with Scripture. I Corinthians 13:6 declares that 

Love does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; therefore, true love does not involve 

departing from God's holy Word. Remembering our Gospel lesson today, St. John, 2 conveys a 

sobering warning in his second epistle:  

 

5And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to you, but that which 

we have had from the beginning: that we love one another. 6This is love, that we walk according to 

His commandments. This is the commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you 

should walk in it. 7For many deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ 

as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

 

These are sobering words for our time. To say, "We need more love and less doctrine" is not a 

Christian statement. St. John connects it to the deception of antichrist. 

 

The love for one another about which Jesus speaks means selfless sacrifice according to God's 

Word. It is not a matter of making people feel good, or serving so long as we feel good; it is a matter 

of treating people according to God's Law and Gospel. It is not the path of least resistance, but the 

pursuit of righteousness that the devil will oppose every step of the way. By this perfect measure, 

one cannot say, "I love my children, but I really don't see the need to teach them about Jesus at home 

each day." One may still love his children in worldly terms, but not according to God's Word. By 

this perfect measure, one may not say, "I love God, but I don't go to church." Church is where the 

Lord comes to you by His means of grace. Avoiding that is like saying, "I love my mom, but I 

pretend that I'm not home every time she comes to visit." By this perfect measure, one cannot say, "I 

love my church, but I will let others support it with their time and talents and treasure, not me." By 

this perfect measure, if you are to love as Christ loved you, you can't even gripe about your job, no 

matter how annoying it is; while the Lord prayed that His cup of suffering might be removed from 

Him, He didn't moan that it was His, nor did He seek to avoid it. 

 

The next temptation is to say, "I'm not perfect, and I can't do that. Therefore, I'll just be forgiven and 

pretty much do what I was doing before." Can you be forgiven? Sure, but bear in mind that your lack 

of love will still have consequences. You can be forgiven for failing to teach your children about 

Jesus from an early age, but that lack of love may teach them that the Lord isn't important so that 

they forsake the means of grace. You can be forgiven for failing to support the Church, but that lack 

of love may result in budget cuts and the loss of opportunities like a school. You can be forgiven for 

neglecting the means of grace-if you get back to them before your death, which is a big risk to take. 

You can be forgiven for griping about your job; but remember that Jesus says, "By this all will know 

that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another." By your complaints, you indicate to 

those around you that God's people are a dissatisfied, resentful bunch. 

 

Now, who would have thought that talking about love would be so annoying and accusing? But you 

see, "Love one another" is a new commandment-a law of God, and the Law of God is given to show 

us our sin. Jesus doesn't say "Love one another" to make us feel like we're loving people; He says it 

to show us how we fail to love. 

 

Why? To save you. To remind you that, while your tasks in this world are important, they cannot 

save you. Your salvation is in Christ alone, by means of His glory and His love. 
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Jesus' glory was to complete His Father's plan for your salvation, and so He went to the cross and 

died in your place. He did so out of love, selflessly sacrificing Himself for your sins. Risen again, He 

continues the glorious task of giving you forgiveness and strengthening your faith, according to His 

Father's plan. He lovingly continues to call you to repentance, lest you trust in your love to save you.  

 

Therefore, what great joy is yours. For one thing, you need never ask, "Have I loved enough in order 

to be saved?" Your love is not part of the equation. You can be confident of your salvation because 

Christ has loved you enough to go to the cross so that you might be saved. Therefore, your life is not 

one of fear, of hoping to be good enough for God's love; God already loves you, and sets you free to 

go about the good works that He's given you. 

 

For another thing, this means that, as redeemed children of God, you are leading glorious lives. The 

glory is hidden to the world, and so the world often scorns it. But your Savior continues to give you 

nothing less than forgiveness and eternal life, so that you might be the holy people of God. And if 

His blood cleanses you from all your sin, then all that is left before God are the good, loving works 

that you do. Therefore, before God, you are most glorious for the sake of Christ. 

 

So on this day, we give thanks to the Lord for His glory; and on this day, we give thanks for the 

opportunities to lovingly serve others. And on this day, it is my privilege to tell you that, as God's 

people, you are living glorious lives…because you are forgiven for all of you sin in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 


